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Dutchess County
Centers and Greenspaces

Planning Principles

A model for counteracting 
suburban sprawl.

• Healthy for humans, healthy for nature

• Preserve Habitat and Farms

• Reinforce traditional settlements and 
”complete” suburban crossroads

• Define Greenspace in a compelling and 
understandable science-based way



Greenspaces
Can mean anything…

Or nothing

Define Greenspace that is:

• Unambiguous

• Universal

• Emotionally engaging

• Respectful of how nature 
works

• Informed by science



Template
Traditional Approach
to defining Greenspace:

Vacant land

Large lots

Unbuildable

Farmland

Floodplains



Our methods:

Provide a starting point for 

Towns to set their own 

priorities

Everything is important: All 

Land is Good Land



Greenspaces =
Biodiversity 
Blocks

Start with the premise 
that  “all land is good 
land”



Biodiversity Blocks

Delineate areas of human 
habitation  (Structures and 
disturbances)

Buffer these in widths 
related to the magnitude of 
the disturbance

More disturbance?
Less biodiversity



Biodiversity Blocks

Buffer roads of greater than 
25 vehicle trips per hour 
(less likely to support 
biodiversity)

(Dr. Richard T.T. Forman, Harvard 
Graduate School of Design)

More disturbance?
Less biodiversity

(Subtract Orange From Green)



Biodiversity Blocks

What remains are areas 
which support a rich 
diversity of wildlife

Areas over 1000 acres are 
darker green

Cooperation between 
neighbors – Wildlife 
doesn’t care about
Muni Boundaries!



Biodiversity Blocks

Unfragmented habitat

1000 Acres and more 
supports the greatest 
biodiversity

Specific protection 
strategies and priority 
greenspaces to be 
determined by 
municipalities.







Centers 
and 
Greenspaces 
in Red Hook’s
Zoning



Accessible 
through the
Dutchess County 
Planning Webpage 



Robert Wills:  rwills@dutchessny.gov

Links:

Nature in Fragments: The Legacy of Sprawl by Elizabeth 
Johnson and Michael Klemens

Dr. Richard Ostfeld:  
http://www.ecostudies.org/people_sci_ostfeld.html

www.hudsonia.org

http://www.gsd.harvard.edu/#/people/richard-tt-
forman.html

http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/Pla
nning/17329.htm

Thanks!

http://www.ecostudies.org/people_sci_ostfeld.html
http://www.hudsonia.org/
http://www.gsd.harvard.edu/#/people/richard-tt-forman.html
http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/Planning/17329.htm

